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Hausatonic River Initiative Monthly Report

October 2010

The month of October featured research and review on the CMS. Peter and
Laura Williams, ESC's Environmental Scientist both reviewed this document. Peter also
communicated with Tim Gray about additions and changes to the contract with :
Housatonic River Initiative .

Peter supervisad Nathan Pinsker, one of ESC's Research Assistants, in his
research of remediation alternatives. -

Laura Barry, ESC's Office Manager, completed various administrative tasks
including submitting a signed copy of the contract changes to Tirh Gray, forwarding
emails to Péter and other members of the team, and preparing invgice materials.







Housatonic River Initiative Monthly Report
November 2010 B

~ During the month of November 2010, the ESC team has been reviewing and
constructing comments on the Corrective Measures Study (CMS). They performed
research on monitored natural recovery, PCBs, stream bank restoration, and activated
carbon, among other topics related to the CMS, as well as developing and editing
comments on the document. S - :
The ESC team performed various administrative tasks including forward emails,
communicating with Tim Gray of HRI, and preparing invoice materials.
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HRI Expenses-October 2010
Peter deFur

Date: Expense: Activity:
$171.11 Environmental Scientist, 4.753 hrs at $36/hr
$115.20 Research Assistant, 3.84 hrs at $30/hr
$28.40 Office Manager, 1.42 hrs at $20/hr
" $6.80 Intern, 0.34 hrs at $20/hr

Total: $321.51






Housatonic River Initiative Monthly Report
December 2010

During December 2010, ESC team members prepared comments on the
Corrective Measures Study (CMS). Peter wrote, edited, and reviewed ESC’s comments
on the CMS along with the help of Laura Williams, ESC’s Environmental Scientist.

ESC's research assistants researched stream bank restoration, activated carbon,
and PCB toxicology in preparation for the comments on the CMS.

ESC's office manager, Laura Barry, completed various admlmstratlve tasks such
as forwarding emails and preparing invoice materials.
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HRI Expenses-December 2010
Peter deFur

Date: E-xpenSe: Activity:
"~ $693.00 ,»thlironmental Scientist, 19:25 hours at $36/hour
$1,522.50 é:search Assistant, 50.75 hours at $30/hour

$10.00 Office Manager, 0.5 hours at $20/hour
$710.007 Intern, 35.5 hours at $20/hour

 Total: $2,935.50
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‘Housatonic River imtiative Monthly Regort

January 2011

“The ESC t2am facused on the reviev and deafting of comynents an the

1 Carrective Measuras Study (CMS) durinig January 2011, Pat2r reviewed the document

and complzted drafing comunents while also suparvising members of the ESC team.
Administrative tasks wers alsa compteted by members of the ESC team suzh as

fonwarding emails, preparing invoice matedials, and stetvs updates.
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Housatonic River Initiative Monthly Repcrt
May 2011

' Peter traveled to Lenox, Massachusetts from May 6 to May 8 to attend the EPA
charrette all day on May 7" , meet with HRI and HEAL representative and other citizens
and government officials. The all day charrette required substantral preparation and
follow-up to review previous documents and debrief the May 7™ meeting with Tim Gray

-of HRI. These activities accounted for almost all of Dr. deFur's work (19 hrs) on the
project durrng May.

ESC drafted a letter to EPA and completed research regardrng upcomrng
remedlal proposals in May 2011. :

~ Peter supervrsed ESC’s research assistants in the drafting and review of the
letter sent to EPA officials highlighting what local citizens woiild like to see
accomplished as far. as the cleanup of contamination in the area. This letter is also
being submitted to the National Remedy Review Board (NRRB).

) Peter communicated with Tim Gray of the Housatonic River Initiative about the
cleanup options both wished to include in the upcoming remedial proposals.

ESC’s office manager performed various administrative tasks such as forwarding
emails, researching and making travel reservations, and preparing invoice materials.









HRI Expenses-April 2011
Peter deFur

Date: " Expense: Activity: : _ :
: $77.50 Research Assistant, 2.58334 hours at $30/hour
$155.00 Office Manager, 7.75 hours at $20/hour

Total o
Expenses: $232.50







MEMO

To: Tim Gray, HRI

- From: Peter deFur, ESC, LLC

Re: Housatonic R Charrette May 7
Date: May 9, 2011

This memo summarizes some points about the all day workshop charrette that
EPA held regarding the clean-up and recommends next steps. ‘

First, | counted 65 people in attendance at the opening plenary in the morning.
Several people joined the event after the opening and some people left during
the day. Sometime during the day, the facilitator implied about 90 people were
there. There must have been 20 or more EPA staff and contractors. EPA said
that no one from GE was attending and | saw no evidence to the contrary,
although | was not looking for people who might be attending in order to report
back to GE. '

The day-long event proceeded as described in the materials on the web site and
I am mailing to you a copy of the workbook.

The first workshop was intended to give the community members the chance to
go through the decision process that EPA will use/is using to decide on a remedy
and that will formally evaluate the options. The activity used the EPA 9 criteria to
evaluate 4 possible remedies. EPA emphasized the fact that more options and
combinations are present in the CMS and possible if one wants to rearrange
combinations of remedies. No one asked and EPA/facilitators did not offer
anything about the four options being the ones that EPA will present to the
Remedy Review Board this summer.

The second workshop was intended to present to EPA what is important to the
community in a remedy. In this workshop, participants were asked to list what
their goals or vision were for the river and how four possible remedies might
achieve the vision.

For the workshop, the community consndered 4 possible remedies, described in
the workbook:

1- MNR for the whole river

2- Little removal, mostly capping

3- Substantial removal with capping, covering much of reaches 5-7

4- Maximum removal of £CB contamination
The workshop did not examine ARARs or waste disposal, sediment treatment
and related topics with theé explanation by the facilitator that there was just not
enough time to do these topics justice. | agree with the ARAR comment.



MEMO

To:

Tim Gray, HRI

From: Peter deFur, ESC

Re:

April activities and invoice

Date: May 12, 2011

The wofk that we completed in April consisted entirely of preparing for the all day
charrette that EPA held May 7, 2011 in Lenox. We carried out the following
specific activities:

Monitored the series of workshops that EPA held in April by downloading
the presentations and other materials posted on the web site; we also
conducted some brief background research on the topics and presenters
at those three workshops.

Office staff checked the status of EPA’s efforts by examining the EPA web
sites concerning the Housatonic R cleanup.

Office staff made travel arrangements, confirmed the agenda and
schedule. _

| briefly reviewed the latest CMS, the comments from HRI and EPA, and
the revisions that GE had made to the new CMS report (1.5 hr).

| examined the materials from the April workshops and the agenda and
briefing materials for the May 7" meeting (2.5 hr).

| directed the work of the office and research assistants in making travel
arrangements, checking on the April workshops and updating information

'on alternative technologies and remedies (@¥75hr).

Finally, | reviewed the status of the techmdlogies available, the process for

‘the EPA regional office dealing with the NRRB, and investigated the

process/history of the next steps in the remedy selection by EPA as they
move forward toward a Proposed Plan and ROD (1 hr).

Please let me know if you have any questions.



\ ™

My major points, based on my interactions, the plenary talks, the materials, and
conversations with HRI, HEAL and EPA (and consultants):

Timeline:

EPA will next view the lessons from the Charrette, the CMS and prepare a
submission to the National Remedy Review Board (NRRB), for this summer
summer, likely July-August timeframe. Once the remedy submission is ready,
EPA will schedule the NRRB and notify the public, likely with 6 weeks notice,
giving the public 2 weeks to prepare a submission. The submission from the
public must be submitted to the NRRB 30 days in advance, giving HRI 2 weeks
notice after EPA notifies the public of the NRRB date.

NRRB will review the Housatonic this summer, July or August, draft a
letter to EPA Region 1, and EPA Region | must reply to the NRRB.

EPA will prepare a “Proposed Plan” after the submission to the NRRB has
been modified to address issues raised by NRRB. This Proposed Plan will have
a formal public comment period, and hold a public meeting. All EPA folks | spoke
with agreed that the proposed plan is highly likely to be released this fall, and not
likely to be delayed into next year.

EPA accepts comments, replies to comments and issues a final decision —
the Record of Decision- and then | predict GE will sue.

| recommend the following:

1) Write to EPA and let them know what is important, as per the Charrette and in
keeping with EPA’s comment that input is always welcome.

Then, this letter forms the basis of the letter to the NRRB.

The letter raises the following in sufficient detail to include in the NRRB
submission:
¢ MNA needs to be described and EPA told what it has to mean

Some part of the rest of the river will be subjected to MNR, and it is likely
to be part of the MA segments and all of Conn., pending a small miracle or very
clever law suit. MNR is currently practiced according to the specific site and EPA
office in charge, a prospect that leaves me and citizens in CT uneasy, at best.
We can and should define what MNR has to look like and do in the coming ROD
and how EPA plans to describe the future. | have written fro HRI and other
groups that | am not fond of MNR as a remedy for PCBs because | see no
evidence that it works and lots of reason to believe MNR will fail to reach RAOs.

Annual monitoring

Monitoring during/after serious weather events

In water, fish and floodplains

Sediments behind dams

¢ Connecticut }
The rest of the river has never given serious consideration to the vast
length of the river- the 100+_miles in Connecticut.



¢ Alternative technologies- EPA said they had heard loud and clear from
the public that alternative technologies were supported and they would
continue to look for more options as time goes on.

o No landfill in the floodplain. EPA (Susan) said they heard from the public
that a landfill in the flood plain was not an option and that trains were
favored over trucks (oné of EPAs people supported this pointin my

“session 1l).

e Phytoremediation should be used in the floodplain now in places where a
few years are available for growing now, maybe downriver sites. But if GE
. sues, as | think they will, then plant all the place sin the floodplain. My
issue.

o Better right than fast. | heard several people say that they are more
concerned with a good and safe clean up than one that is rushed to get
done in a prescribed penod of time.

| am going to send you the MS thesis from Nathan Pinsker that is an analysis of
phytoremediation of PCB soils and part of another that assesses EPA Superfund
program goals and assessments. EPA cares about reaching milestones in the
process.






Housatonic River Initiative Monthly Report
June 2011

The ESC team researched for and drafted a letter for the National Remedy
Review Board (NRRB) that summarizes ESC’s comments on the cleanup efforts for the
Housatonic River. Peter and ESC'’s research assistants drafted and wrote the letter.
Peter also communicated with Tim Gray of the Housatonlc River Initiative regarding the
letter and its contents.

ESC'’s office manager prepared invoice materials and commumcated emails to
various members of the team.



HR! Expenses-June 2011
Peter deFur

Date:

Total:

Expense: Activity:
$6.00 Environmental Scientist, 0.16667 hrs at $36/hr
$807.50 Research Assistant, 26.916667 hrs at $30/hr-
$30.00 Office Manager, 1.5 hrs at $20/hr

$843.50









*  Memo

To: Tim Gfay

From: Peter deFur, ESC, LLC

- Re: Accrued tasks through September 30
Date: October 4, 2011

Foliowing the May Charette on the Rest of the River Cleanup, ESC carried out research
on the progress of the EPA submission to the National Remedy Review Board, the
details of options EPA was submitting to the NRRB and alternative technologies for
inclusion in the river restoration. We maintained communication with HRI/HRK through
you and have sent emails as appropriate. We have also been prepanng to compare the
outcome of the NRRB process with that conducted at other sites in the US with PCB
contamination issues.

This invoice includes‘ the Lenox hotel expense for two nights to attend the river clean up
charette (5/7) and is invoiced between 6/30-9/30 because this expense was
inadvertently omitted from the May 2011 invoice.
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Memo

To: Tim Gray ,
From: Peter deFur, ESC, LLC
Re: March Work

LG viGiull WV, V1L

Durina March. ESC. LLC prepared for the communitv forum scheduled for Aoril 5th in
Lenox. I'he ESC team used previous materials, new research In the literature, and
government documents to prepare updated information to present to the community in
April. '

Vve aiSu Inannall ey suliespuildernive witl AR anud the buier menivers vl uie panel.

The preparation included updating the literature search re_shlts for PCB toxicity and
preparing graphics for the power point.









Re: Invoices for Housatonic River Initiative (through March 2012) [

Dean Tagliaferro to: Robert Shewack 05/03/2012 11:13 AM_
From:  Dean Tagliafero/R1/USEPA/US |

To: Robert Shewack/R1/USEPA/US

I have no conceins. All tasks appear to be related to the Site.

thanks, Dean

| Robert Shewack - Dean- Ijust yvanted to pass aleng the latest invo.. ~_05/03/2012 10:09:48 AM
From: Robert Shewack/R1/USEPA/US |
To: Dean Tagliaferro/R1/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 05/03/2012 10:09 AM
Subject: Invoices for Houstaonic River Initiative (through March 2012)
Dean-

| just wanted to pass along the latest invoices received from Tim Gray (for Dr. Peter DeFur's technical
assistance at the GE site.) Please let me know if you have any questions/ concerns with the attached
invoices (e.g. reviews were not CERCLA-reIated etc.)

[attachment "Invoices_through_March_2012.pdf" deleted by Dean Tagllaferro/R1/USEPA/US]

Thanks,

Bob Shewack

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Mail Code: OSRR01-5 -
Boston, MA 02109-3912
Phone: (617) 918-1428

Fax: (617) 918-0428









March

April

- May

June

July-Aug

| Sept.

Monthly status reports
GW area 1 S
Crushed building Rpt
CMS review

1 %2 mile monitoring

GW area 2, 4 '

CCC meeting

CMS

Tech advisor review and payment

1 % Mile final removal
Area 5 monitoring

Meonthly reports ACO/MCP
GW area 1

- Unkamet brook

West Branch adjacent
CMS review

EPA meetings/ charette etc.
Vernal pool inspection
Monthly reports

CMS review

CCC meeting

CMS

Remedy review Bd Comments
Lymans St inspection

NRD inspection Newell,Lyman , Hill 78

Hill 78/71 post inspection
_Floodplam/ residential properties

Unkamet Brook design

GW areal, 2

Silver Lake design

1 % mile vegetation

Monthly status

NRD report

Tech advisor review/payment

CCC meeting

GWareal,3,4

Annual ERE inpection .
Tech advisor review and payment

7Thrs

3 hrs

13 hrs

14 hrs

3hrs

8hrs



Nov-Dec

OPCAS final completion 3hrs
Monthly status rpts '

GW area 4

Riverbank, aquatic habitat, riprap inspection

Complex 30s, 40s inspection

OPCA report 3hrs
Hill 78 inspection

Bld71/Hill78 post closure

Cons comm. Letters

Tech advisor review and payment

TOTAL 115hrs
@35.00/hr

4025.00



[

C TR, ,
. - ‘Tr {,’ “. - no. . C . "

' ;‘ 72°< ‘+;' '
S B T
e






